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governor " (p. 276). The peculiarity of the author's standpoint is that he 
makes the choice between this doctrine and the competing hypotheses rest 
ultimately on a judgment of worth. " Aesthetics is the final criterion of 
things " (p. 65). " All philosophies are engaged in a struggle for existence, 
and it is natural and rational to think that the most beautiful and harmoni- 
ous, the one most intrinsically perfect, should triumph " (p. 9). Faith 
marks both the beginning and the end of reason. " Reason cannot tran- 
scend faith, because it presupposes at the start certain undemonstrated prin- 
ciples" (p. 56). And "when we reach the highest point of rational 
development, and all human certainty falters or disappears, it is by an act 
of belief that we are able to essay the final synthesis which connects the 
real with the ideal " (p. 65). We believe in the reality of God because we 
believe in the reality of the ideas of which God is the necessary postulate. 
But the conception of God is a paradox. " The problem is to define a God 
which one could not blaspheme, even at the death-bed of one's relatives, 
carried off by a brutal fatality; and all analogies of reason are here insuf- 
ficient and impotent; there seems to be no alternative between despair and 
faith " (p. 264). The faith of the author seems to be that it is always best 
to believe the best. The book contains much that is suggestive. It is an 
interesting and sincere attempt to rehabilitate dogmatic metaphysics by 
employing the method of Hegel to correct Kant, and the spirit of Kant's 
moral faith to qualify the dogmatism of metaphysics. „ N /- ARr>INFR 

Karl Ernst von Baer und seine Weltanschauung. Von Dr. Remigius 
StSlzle, Professor der Philosophie an der Universitat Wiirzburg. Re- 
gensburg, Nationale Verlagsanstalt, 1897. — pp. xi, 687. 

Karl Ernst von Baer (1792-1876), eminent for his contributions to natu- 
ral science, geography, anthropology, and ethnography, was also interested in 
philosophical, and particularly in metaphysical, questions. The author of 
the present work has sketched a complete outline of Baer's philosophy from 
the materials contained in his numerous works (over 260 in number), his 
correspondence, and the manuscripts communicated by his grandson, Herr 
von Lingen, in St. Petersburg. The book falls into five parts. The first 
division deals with the sources of Baer's philosophy, his relation to philos- 
ophy, and his epistemology. The second gives his philosophy of nature, 
under the following heads: (1) explanation of nature or purpose in nature, 
(2) aphorisms dealing with the cosmological problem, (3) the origin and 
development of life and species, (4) the principle of life and the forms 
of organization, (5) Baer's relation to the theory of evolution, (6) his 
opposition to Darwin, (7) the soul of animals, (8) the place of man in 
nature, (9) the soul of man, its existence, nature, origin, and future, (10) the 
origin of man, (11) unity of mankind, (12) antiquity of the human race. 
The third part contains Baer's philosophy of religion. The chapter on the 
Being and Concept of God, distinguishes three stages in his conception of 
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God: (i) theism with tendency to pantheism, (2) wavering between pan- 
theism, agnosticism, and theism, (3) return to theism. The chapter on 
Faith and Knowledge gives an account of Baer's attempt to get clear 
upon this question, and states his position in regard to miracles, revelation, 
Christianity, Protestantism, and Catholicism. The fourth part is devoted 
to the philosophy of history, and shows how Baer regarded Man and 
Nature as factors in history, the individual as such being of little account. 
It also contains an account of his conception of the end to which the 
historical development moves and the laws which govern this process of 
evolution. The fifth part presents his ethical, pedagogical, and political 
views. Extracts from Baer's correspondence form the conclusion of the 
book. Students of philosophy, theology, science, history, pedagogy, and 
politics can all receive suggestions from the works of this great scientist. 

Author. 

Guesses at the Riddle of Existence, and Other Essays on Kindred Sub- 
jects. By Golwin Smith, D.C.L. New York, The Macmillan Com- 
pany, 1897. — pp. viii, 244. 

Of these five essays, three are of especially philosophical interest, — the 
first, which gives title to the volume, and discusses the views of the late 
Professor Drummond in his Ascent of Man, of Mr. Kidd in his Social 
Evolution, and of Mr. Balfour in his Foundations of Belief; the third, 
" Is there Another Life ? " and the fifth, " Morality and Theism." 
" Nothing is attempted here," says the author in his Preface, " beyond the 
presentation of a plain case for a practical purpose to the ordinary reader." 
Yet the philosopher cannot fail to be interested in this plain, serious, and 
candid statement of the final conclusions of a brilliant mind, reflecting upon 
the experience of a lifetime, as to the ultimate questions of the universe. 
The characteristic spirit of the whole is that of a modest and moderate 
agnosticism. " The spirit in which these pages are penned is not that of 
agnosticism, if agnosticism imports despair of spiritual truth, but that of 
free and hopeful inquiry, the way for which it is necessary to clear by remov- 
ing the wreck of that upon which we can found our faith no more. To 
resign untenable arguments for a belief is not to resign the belief, while a 
belief bound up with untenable arguments will share their fate." (Preface). 
And though the negative criticism generally forms the greater part of the argu- 
ment, there is always, before the end, a suggestion of some positive grounds 
for belief. If the essays are the expression of agnosticism, the agnos- 
ticism is as little dogmatic as the belief which, in the author's mind, is its 
legitimate complement. " That we are made and intended to pursue knowl- 
edge is as certain as that we are made and intended to strive for the improve- 
ment of our estate, and we cannot tell how far or to what revelations the 
pursuit may lead us. If Revelation is lost, Manifestation remains, and great 
manifestations appear to be opening on our view. Agnosticism is right, if it 



